Samuel James

Bio & Press Clips

Solo Acoustic Roots Musician

Portland, ME

Instruments: Guitars, Harmonica, Banjo, Piano

Samuel James is part Bill Withers, part Tom Waits, part James Brown, part Leo Kottke, and part P.T. Barnum. A roots troubadour of the highest order, James will sing you a song with raw, sweat-pouring soul, all the while playing the guitar with such commanding virtuosity you'll swear he's reinventing it. Then he'll tell you a story enrapturing you to the point where you'll almost forget he's a musician.

Samuel James was born the last in a long line of performers  including dancers, story tellers, porch-stomping guitar thumpers, and a session-jazz pianist dating back to the 1890s.

James' songwriting has everything from the heavenly flights and evil pits of love to tales of true and bizarre folk heroes.

On stage he can be seen sliding on a resonator, fingerstyling a flamenco guitar, clawhammering a banjo, neck-racking a harmonica, and occasionally showing off on the piano if there happens to be one around.

Samuel James has received standing ovations for his solo acoustic work from Maine to California as well as Canada England, Ireland, Wales, Scotland Germany, France, Norway, Belgium, Poland, and Turkey. Come one, come all and find out why!

http://sugarsmallhouse.com/
“Samuel James […] Guardian of lightning.”  – Rolling  Stone France
"All muscles, model good looks, tattoos, and sepia-tinted pouting... if the Wu Tang Clan covered Robert Johnson it may sound a bit like this.”  – Americana UK 

"In an era when popular music is becoming increasingly perfect sounding, and robotic, ‘Songs Famed for Sorrow and Joy’ provides a much needed alternative."  – Allmusic Guide 

"Samuel James is Keb' Mo' on steroids!"  – Oracles Music Network
"...he already has one leg up on Keb' Mo'..."  – Chicago Sun Times 

"He made something (Songs Famed for Sorrow and Joy) timeless."  – Boston Phoenix 

"This music (For Rosa, Maeve and Noreen) is a distinct blend of engaging elements that are in otherwise short supply in modern music."  – blindedbysound.com
"For Rosa, Maeve and Noreen... down-to-earth tales that speak volumes, and intimate arrangements that suck you in so far you forget just how hard you are listening."  – popmatters.com 

Samuel James

Career Highlights

http://sugarsmallhouse.com/
Festivals

Abertillery Music Festival (Wales, UK)

Arkansas Blues & Heritage Festival (Arkansas, USA)

Bergenfest (Noway)

Bayfront Blues Festival (Michigan, USA)

Efes Pilsen Festival (Turkey)

Harvest Jazz & Blues Festival (Fredericton, NB, Canada)

Mont Tremblant Blues Festival (Mont Tremblant, PQ, Canada)

North Atlantic Blues Festival (Rockland, ME)

Ottawa Blues Festival (ON, Canada)

Philadelphia Folk Festival (Pennsylvania, USA)

Rawa Blues Festival (Katowice, Poland)

Thirsty Ear Festival (New Mexico, USA)

Venues of Note

Biscuits & Blues (San Francisco, CA, USA)

Club Soda (Montreal, PQ, Cananda)

Crane Lane Theater (Cork, Ireland)

Egyptian Theater (Park City, UT, USA)

Green Note (London, England)

Johnny D’s (Somerville, MA, USA)

One Longfellow Square (Portland, ME, USA)

Penobscot Theater (Bangor, ME, USA)

Pete’s Candy Store (Brooklyn, NY, USA)

SPACE Gallery (Portland, ME, USA)

Sunrise Sunset (Paris, France)

Multimedia

207 (WCSH – TV)

Blues & Beyond (WXPN – Radio)

Roots Music Charts - Both major label albums debut in the top 10

Radio France International World Tracks (RFI)

Salt Radio (PRX – Radio)

Woodsongs Old Time Radio Hour (PBS – Radio)

Theater

Spunk by Zora Neale Hurston, “Guitar Man” (Penobscot Theater, Bangor, ME, USA)

Awards
WC Handy Nominations (2)

